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TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS TO SPEAK AT UM
MISSOULA —
Renowned author and naturalist Terry Tempest Williams will give the second 
installment of the 2008-09 President’s Lecture Series at The University of Montana on 
Thursday, Sept. 25.
Williams will present “Finding Beauty in a Broken World” at 8 p.m. in the University 
Theatre.
The event is free and open to the public and is UM’s Brennan Guth Memorial Lecture 
in conjunction with the University’s Environmental Studies Kittredge Distinguished Visiting 
Writer Program.
Williams will hold a book signing following the lecture. Her newest book, “Finding 
Beauty in a Broken World,” as well as others by the author will be available.
“Finding Beauty in a Broken W orld” has been described as “a work of uncommon 
perceptions that dares to find the intersections between arrogance and empathy, tumult and 
peace, constructing a narrative of hopeful acts by taking that which is broken and creating 
something whole.”
A fierce advocate for freedom of speech, Williams has testified before Congress on
women’s health issues, been a guest at the White House, camped in the remote regions of Utah
and Alaska wildernesses and worked as “a barefoot artist” in Rwanda. She is currently the 
Annie Clark Tanner Scholar in Environmental Humanities at the University of Utah.
Known for her impassioned and lyrical prose, Williams is the author of the 
environmental literature classic “Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place.” Other 
books by the author are “An Unspoken Hunger: Stories from the Field,” “Desert Quartet,” 
“Feap,” “Red: Passion and Patience in the Desert” and “The Open Space of Democracy.”
In 2006, Williams received the Robert Marshall Award from the Wilderness Society, 
that organization’s highest honor given to an American citizen. She also received the 
Distinguished Achievement Award from the Western American Fiterature Association and the 
Wallace Stegner Award, given by the Center for the American West.
Her writing has appeared in The New Yorker, The New York Times, Orion Magazine 
and numerous anthologies worldwide as a crucial voice for ecological consciousness and social 
change.
A 2008-09 President’s Fecture Series schedule is online at 
http://www.umt.edu/president/pls.
m
NOTE TO THE MEDIA: A photo of Terry Tempest Williams and of the book cover of 
“Finding Beauty in a Broken World” are available by calling Cary Shimek of University 
Relations at 406-243-5914 or e-mailing carv.shimek@umontana.edu.
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